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Do you think we'll win?' [ was asked 
last night by a young " lit'ry gent " of the 
true Blooms bury blend. "If we had many of 
your sort, I'd not be loo sure, ' was my ready, if 
rude, reply. He didn't knock me down. 

it Thai's the only instance of doubt i have 
recite red so far, and if you saw the weedy pro- 
pounder of the query you would not be surprised 
at his trend of thought. I have, however, met again 
a bogey man of yore . . - famous au thor. 
too ! He has written enormously on European 
politics out of a plenitude of ignorance arid talks 
always with a whispering '* d y know ? " when 
unfolding his tale of terror. As nothing that be 
ever prophesied came to pass. 1 will not be so 
unkind to him as to mention the hair-raising 
horrors he foresees for those of us who carry on 
our jobs chiefly in central London's streaming 
roar . . . now reduced to the pleasant 
murmur of a hip tathedral city ! 

# A few days belore the fateful September 1 
I collected in my club reading-room about a dozen 
British newspapers and periodicals with large 
pictorial advertisements of the scenic attractions 
of Germany and invitations to visit them. 
" Camouflage ! " I remarked to the friends to 
whom I showed them. Camouflage they proved 
to be. When the treacherous rogues were 
lavishly pushing put these advertisements to 
suggest a peaceful playground for British tourists, 
the U-boats had already been a week or two on 
their way to their ocean stations with instructions 
to " sink at sight and without warning " as soon 
as they got the word that war was " on.' 

But at a future day Dr. Goebbels I 
there is still a Dr. Goebbels . . . will point 
out these advertisements to his poor deluded 
countrymen as evidence that Germany was asking 
for British tourists when the perfidious English 
were scheming to go to war with their peace- 
loving Fuehrer ! Could anything be more childish ? 
And yet it might easily deceive ihe somewhat 
simple-minded Cerman. 

it Talking of Goebbels 1 read yesterday with 
indignation in a certain " national " daily a note 
written by some self-righteous prig. ;md published 
as an editorial entitled " Revolting. " In it the 
writer of an imaginative little article in an evening 
contemporary who had made " Baerchen," the 
German Embassy chow, say "things' about his 
dear master Ribbentrop, was castigated as 
having sunk lower then Goehbels in unfair 
propaganda. Now I haven t read the aftioe . 
in question, but 1 know that the statement quoted 
cannot he true since it asserts an impossibility. 
I do think it " revolting," however, that any 
British editor should seek to comfort Goebbels, 
the arch-liar of all time, by telling him that any- 
British journalist could even approach his standard 
of misrepresentation. 

1 hear, by the way. that " Baerchen " is now the 
property of the English pantry-boy at the German 
Embassy, having been given to him by his former 
owner. I'm one ol many who rather envy ihe 
pantry-boy his handsome pet. 

it Was it another instance of camouflage that in 
certain English journals special advertisements 
of the German African Lines announcing the 
sailings of " S.S. Windhoek, September 24, and S.S 
Pretoria, October 29," were being printed right 
up to the outbreak of war ? 

it One of my staff suggested . . alas, too 
late! . . . that on the back of the printed 
appeal to the German people dropped in enemy 
land to the tune of ten millions or more by our 
aviators the words " This could have been a 
, bomb 1 " should have been displayed. Don't 
tell me that the Germans who picked them up 
would know that. As a race they are not at all 
" gleg in the uptak'." Goebbels, as a connoisseur 
of Scots stories, will understand the allusion. 
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They need to be told things. That's his job. 
As he tells them lies, our Ministry of 
must tell them truths, even the most c 

it A purely personal entry. Of my editorial and 
contributing staff on "The War illustrated" of 
1914, which numbered nearly twenty, including 
the artists, but one editorial and one artist are 
included in the staff of its successor. Death has 
removed just six of my old colleagues, and the 
others are all doing similar jobs of work today, 
but not under my command, the changing interests 
of the intervening years having led to various 
reshuffling?. 
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it Goering has often been described as « moder- 
ating influence on the madder moods of the 
Fuehrer, but those who listened to his hyena-like 
hnwlings when he spoke on Saturday at the 
unnamed munitions factory in Berlin will agree 
that " moderation " can have no meaning for such 
a screamingly ferocious fire-eater. . . . And 
yet in his speech, for all its bitterness against 
Britain, there was evidence of at least some small 
doubt about the issue, in the alleged willingness to 
discuss peace at a relatively early date. 

As our War Cabinet chose that same day, 
and almost the very hour, to state that they were 
contemplating a war of three years* duration, 
Field -Mars ha I Goering , . . famed as a 
raconteur of bawdy stories, by the by . 
may have many other opportunities of screaming 
his faithfulness to his Fuehrer, whom he pretends 
to revere as Germany incarnate * . , , but a 
time will come when the scream will no longer 
signify defiance. 

it Many years ago 1 remember quite unwillingly 
reducing to teais a little girl who had just got a 
bicycle. " It's the boat bicycle in the world,' she 
said. " It's a good one, I'm sure, even if there 
might be just one other as good," said I. And she 
wept copiously, yelling that hers was the best. 
! was reminded of her when I read the uncouth 
mouthings of Goering about his " best " army 
and " best " air force in the world. . . And 
wasn't it at Nuremberg that Hitler said : " I told 
bield Marshal Goering to provide an air force 
and he gave me the best air force in the world 
. . . or something like that ? AH so like silly 
kids. ■ 



/N War all things change *" in the 
I winkling of an eye." Where 
was plenty now is paucity! 
Especially with material supplies. 
While hoping to continue The 
War Illustrated in its present form 
and hulk until Hitlerism has been 
extirpated from Europe, we envisage a 
shortage of paper supplies and probably 
increasing costs. But our readers can 
help us greatly by placing a firm order 
with their bookseller or newsagent for 
the regular weekly delivery of The 
War Illustrated. This eliminates 
the waste arising from fluctuating 
sales and enables our publishers to 
provide the limit of value on an economic 
baiis. Please help our publishers — 
and incidentally yourself—by giving 



it \ Not a bomb will be dropped on London," 
a friend — who lives snugly m the country — 
assured me yesterday, He has the H. N. Brads- 
ford notion that the Nasis will refrain from 
London terrorism out of fear that Berlin would 
quickly be made to surfer equally . . Maybe, 
and then again maybe. . . But my old 
friend Bogey, mentioned above, who spent a 
month or two studying things in Berlin shortly 
before the war, assures me that the total destruction 
of Berlin would not bother Hitler and would 
make no difference in the course of the war, 
. Isn't it dreadful, the things 

they say ? 

it The War Cabinet s preparations tor " a long 
war " is strictly in accord with Kitchener s pre- 
vision at the start of the 1914 struggle, when all 
Germans and most British expected a short, 
decisive trial of strength. This is a war to end 
Hitlerism and it will go on until Hitlerism is ended 

it The ration cards issued to the deluded Germans 
by their villainous government at the outbreak of 
war were dated 1938. What say those who assured 
Chamberlain a year ago thai he had only to 
"stand up" to the Hitler gangsters and they'd 
knuckle down ? They were clearlv " all set *' for 
war before Munich 

it 1 see the agents who negotiated the authorized 
English edition of " Mein Kampf," on which a 
biggish sum is due for author s royalties, are 
worried about procedure, in the slang of a pre- 
war day, " I should worry ! " During the Great 
War I reproduced many scores of German pictures 
from the " Berliner IllustrieTte Zeitung " — a 
beautifully illustrated and admirably printed 
weekly — just as many of the pictures from ray 
War Illustrated of that day were similarly 
used by enemy papers. After the end of the war 
I received a carefully detailed invoice from the 
meticulous automata of the " illustrierte Zeitung 
counting-house for reproduction fees on every one 
of the "borrowed" pictures. Did 1 hasten to 
settle ? I should worry ! 

it When this war is done Hitler will surely be 
dead . . possibly by his own hand 
or behind prison bars unless with his 

fellow gangsters he has found sanctuary in Moscow. 
These may be uncertainties, but the certainty is 
that there will be neither a Hitler nor Hitlerism in 
Germany to disturb the peace of Europe for 
many a year to come. 

it I do wish it were possible lo stiiri our tanicabs 
and motor-cars in the dark nights with a sound 
less imitative of the opening wail of an air- raid 
warning Scores of limes in a restless night 1 
found myself cocking an ear to make sure that 
what f heard was merely a self-starter and not 
the opening note of a siren. Nervous pers.nts — 
and I do not number myself among them — must 
endure agonies from this quite simple and perhaps 
unavoidable cause 

it Talking of dark nights, what a remarkable 
transformation has been effected in the "lights 
of London " in the course of but a few days ! 
Gone are all the scintillating signs of Piccadilly 
and Leicester Square, the glittering announce- 
ments of smokes and soaps. Gone, too, are the 
street 'amps ; and buses and taxis and the few 
private cars which dare the adventure into Central 
London from the fastnesses of the suburbs — all 
move through the streets with but a glimmer to 
mark their ghostly progress 

it it is an eerie experience walking through the 
streets of a darkened London. You literally feel 
your way — and with groping fingers make sudden 
contact with a lamp-post against which leans a 
5teel-helmeted figure w r ith his gas-mask slung at 
his side. You cross the road in obedience to 
little green crosses winking in the murk above 
one's heid. All this in London now . . . 




Cavrf inu their riF«* and maehln»-lj..rm, Lh»»s Pnllnh Infantrym.r. nrc lyplc«l ot lh» army which il retiming the Qtrrtln invtklort. " Th* Polish 
mairtiflr," ib Id Mr. Nov I Flo Chamberlain, " hit «rtr IhVWD hlmifll Hi D» i »uraf|40L»9 and d<ttrmlt**Cl nrjhmr, jinm tadjty ho in wart hilly m»into.injng 
(his tradition. Agairnt ov«rwh«lming superiority In th« air, outnumbered and oul-gunni'd, >iu - ■ inl i-l i-.-;, •/try yard of MM OaMMil advanced 

Mate. Ktriton* 
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To Arms ! Poland's Fair Lands are Invaded 




J* I he higher of the two lower* of the old tiothk church of St. Mary 
in Krakow, ri*iiig 2.V) feet above the medieval bonne*, stands a 
gentry- box from which is sounded every hour a bnjfle mil— a cull 
which ia middenly imemipted. Thin "'broken not* 7, keeps ever 
fresh and gTeen tin 1 rm mory of the brave Polish bugler wko, in 1211. 
named the Inhabitant* of the rity of the impending approach of the 
Tartar hordes, and an he wunn .1 t Ij»?lh , ere hi* call cookl I* Completed, 
fell de«d with hin throat p i t i d through by mn arrow from « Tartar bow. 
Him Kr .knw Wl heard the u.in.injz. and the invader* wen repulsed 
with heavy fo*s, 

In the seven hundred year, which have pa«ed siiwe then, ihc busk 
many a time h,i< funded tht? call to meet Poland's few. Enemy alter 
• ■ncniv h-i* marched acroa* the country's fair faue, bw ravaged aid 
■i.-rruy.,! mnl Li- a( ln-l I i; defeated and 1 



Ft, tv, KlJlHmr 



I.-lay the call sound* a»aii>. I new foe ha* swept Mrosatke frontier 
rhm time from the w«t, Amin-t. trejiieudou* odds the PoMab army 
ha* fallen hack, and Krakow hear* once more the tread of enemy 
feet through tier streets lint ihe indomitable spirit of the army, 
-.1 the people, remains unsubdued. 



Poland is not yet tost 

H hile n f are stilt living 

I hat which foreign violence from us 
grasped 

He »W/ re takt- fry the snort!. 

Irani the firfish 



hi the past the Poles have survived invasion after mvanjiin, internal 
intrigue and foreign w.ir. ]w.rriiiun bv brutf force W revolt -avagrly 
*npprewed. thit i if their 'premmt trial* they will emerg*-i»t alas I 

miscatlwd-buf crowned with trie hmrrls of victory. 
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Magnificent Heroism of the Poles at Westerplatte 





lit ajGCOrdaoe* with ■ clauaB in thfl Traaly or VerHiiillGPi, %hf Polan w*r* allfrwid t& 4Htafolhjh 
■ military baa* ur munition! dump At Wmtarp (atta , At th« SntralCt of th* haCOQur ST thS Ff*€ 
City ol Danzig. Th» a 1 1 u«M so «» W»»Ui-|ilftHn IhHwhui' Ihu Vistula and th* Baltic I* indicated 
in th* 9JlJ«Jnlng snatch map, And Ab&v* And b*tnw arc phalagraphu of th* pom*. 



ard* near Dan ligj, Who, before 
1. had Jiaard nf Waatarplatta T 
svsr, It bseam* a synonym tor 
Polinh lanaclty 



TTTT 

o\' Danzig 
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Y\/hi:\ on :l> iiHiniitijf of September I, 1939, Dil rig m declared part of tie 
Ci'iiiuni Reich, 1 1n- i-.Min;iHiiv i i Pohw garriwning Westerplatte refused to 
mi minder, and fur davs thev m1 nurn'.lil v ri'dstrd furious attacks by enornioHdv *u| tenor 
Ucnun forces operating by land, sea and air. " Soldier* of the We.tterplttto," 
Marshal Smigly Uydz addressed them from Wnnmw, "fight '. You are lighting th*' 
iil'Iii of Poland Poland watctuM youi u/allant Jrtrupjgle with pride. Fight for 
Poland tu tin 1 lust man." Not until il»- morninj/, of Suptcmber 7 did thrv submit. 





In thin ilrAmftUt; i?liu-SH>yi-ft|bli th* dflrmtn Dr-ufiaar flahlaawlg-Holatain 3a aa*r> barnbardinn ajhandful of Pslsi who R wllh th* gallant audacity 
□I their raca* retiaied for a wash th* furious uflftlauflht 01 th* Qirmin louadara. It waa aalimatad thral thn land lorooa alone of &ho attatker* 
amounted Id a division, wheraa* th* delenilarS rtumotrSCJ but a company all told. Nat only by Ijind and aaa wii tha attack doHvorad ; bomb; 
were rained down Irom flirmm 'plans*, and th* pholoaraish wis laKan Ju»t aClSf a frsnnb ha<l t>[.,-,, <lrjip|i«<I. 



an 



r** War lUHttmkd 
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Retreat— But Fighting All the Way 



At the opening of the War ihe principal s«nc of operations was Poland, 
and here we fcive a picture-story account of the initial phase of that 
country'* invasion by ihc armies of Na?i Germany 



means of communication. This was 
Hitler's first instalment of the " leason " 
In proposed, aa he said, to teach 
the Poll-.--. 

Following the unheralded air attack, 
German troops entered Poland in many 
places, and by the evening it. was reported 
that fighting was goipg im alonp practically 
the whole of the German-Polish fmiirir: 
and Poland's frontier with Slovakia, 
now in German occupation. The main 
attack, however, wa* in the north, where 
armies advancing from Potaeranin and 
Bast Prussia strove to cut. off the Polish 
Corridor At the same time there was an 



extensive drive into L'pper Silesia, one 
of the principal centra of' Polish industrial 
I in ii I in i ion 

Everywhere the Pole* were out- 
numbered in tronnw and ^.uns and planes. 
Fighting fiercely, they fell \iw\t to de- 
fensive positions which had already heen 
prepared. There was fighting in Danc$, 
where the Polish officials had made a 
brave but vain stand ai the post office* 
and railway station ; and at Wehterplatte, 

ii il- I'l.irii f the harbour, a company 

of Polish soldiers refused to surrender. 
Gdynia, Poland's port obi the llaltic, 
was bombarded from sea and air : and 



Tm» on«-m»fm<i »ppti»i- i nwm" 

nirc rait baltw-y M I* won nWU»Ud 
on . raFl in th. photo or Ihu rifthl lortllH 
Oi* skin lor •(fln* ol approtcrUiio, Polnh 

Ti wm nt 5,30 on the morning oi 
I Knday, Srpn-mrier I. V-W. tha< 
the world was deeply shocked to 
learn Germany had began ho»tfliti«« 
with Poland hy air attacks on Katowice, 
Krakow, nnd'lWhen. Tln-iv was no 
formal derlaration of war. and the first 
indication that the Poles had that ■ 
stale of war exited was tin- ihjii ilir- which 
were rained down on their towns and 




n thoir InvHlon «t Poland. 



l n th* kkIv hour! of En member 1 15*311, th« flrtl trtjOD* ol th« Qormnn arm* tfunid ftn TrOStkr 



Th» phom- 



net*. Wan Jiu* rriw: y«m 



_ 



— =~ 







Rtplembtr 23m/, IKtS Ttt? W'ur }U>ntt\>inl 37 

Poland's Heroic Defence of Her Historic Land 




flfclhouah heeifily DutnuiTibcnd and pdudopik lI or nothing - in p-nnl."* with the lmmin« weight ol irniiramli and mer-haniied nuaHirinl 
, -.- ■ :J L; v II... muailin, the Poller, 1i :hji>- defended their homeland vvilh thl ..IlhihI laaUltM. He* liy slip I limy centetuMI 11. i" Rdwani ■ 
...i I ih«ir • v.-a liy briik« I h rough 4ml ' ..1. .1I l 'if la-it-lenqlhen t<| lin«^ ol communication Hera are typical Polish troop 1 11 • lln »••■ 

Pkata. PUnii Srwt 



ill the rr.nr <• id tin- (lay Wursnw. I he 

capital, w«a bombed nix time* by German 

'] planes. 

The DOXl d*y the new* lhat tiivul 
Britain and France had declared war on 
the German agftreasor wn? received with 
transports of joy in Poland, bill- it* 
iflpct on the invader wm to make- him 
pMBu on fritb oVec pester periinnfity, 
with 11 viow, no doubt, to crushing the 
I'ulish <iji|nf-ii urn licfor." Pi-land's u!1 ; .<-- 
could firing effective help. On the country 
roads there was a Continuous si n'fini of 
troops going to the front, mid Uliolhor 
in the reverse direction of refugee* from 
the towns which were beiiif* robjeotod 
to all the Imrmrs of nrmed in v;i*ion. 
Here and there Polish ravalry promptly 
counter-attacked with good effect, but 
the fine weather and flat term In were 

both (<i the rtdvanlHfre of flu- Germim 



MLi'i'liurii^i-d armament and transports, from north, wmth, and west. Krakt>w hud 

Three days after the invasion began, definitely fallen ; so, too, had Lodz, 

the Germans f.Uimed the capture, after Tonuiszow, Poznau, Torun, CrndziaHz and 

repeated bombing, of Czcstochowa, the Bydgoszcz {Broniberg'). Murr^viT, 1 1 1 1 ■ 

" Polish Loardes," arid Rmloirteko in capital was so closely invested that there 

Silesia, while, in the north they claimed to were report* of heavy fighting in the 

luivt- reached the Vistula and so to have .streets of the suburb:*. BroadnistN pn» 

cut off the Corridor from the Polish fesnimj to emanate from the Warsaw wire- 

interior. Shortly afterward-i German less stations, later proved to be another 

troops were stated to have captured instance of a German coup that fulled. 

Grudziadz (Grandenz) and Mhtwu on the Almost "everywhere the Poles were in 

Fast Prussia side. Rapidly pressing o» in retreat : yet, despite the terrible pounding 

the south -west, the Germans compelled they had received from the Gen mm un i 



the abandonment of Krakow and were 
converging on Warsaw. On September ii 

flu- Polish jJiiViTlimenl ili'+'lilnl Id Ii'i.invr 

the capital eastwards. 

At the end of the firsl week of the w:tr 
i lie tii'rniims had seized nhiio-t I lie whole 
of Polish territory to the mitt of Warsaw, 
mid thev were eon vergiita on the capital 



and 'planes., they showed no hiloi- or' 
demon Us. ttion. The enemy I'unld i-|; i i !■ ■ 
comparatively few prisoners and it was 
admitted that the Polish army was not 
only intact, but was taking up strong 
positions on the country's traditional line 
of defenre -that formed by the rivets 
Vistula. Bug, and San. 

4i 




In Iheir advance into Pclaod the Germane- relied very largely on Ihclr Lanka, an arm 
delenrtina Pules. Ev*n SO, hgwHIr, the Poitn win nut to tj» ouMoni, end they 



tit they h«a «i> irrarunii au 
□terj In their Uelerpftiv-e lilies 



of tank Irapc inch uethal itluetraUd onWt l*lt fcho**. C6mpdi*d Gl him* iron flirrt«ffl fclampnd together, than! trape halted tin* r)rO(|i**s* m man ; 
., bjnk ami no enabled Ih.m lo bo put out of action hy thr, Polich cnli-tunh gun*. Right, ■ latfj* Bridge blown up by the Poles in their rttfeat- 

rfioi™, Hmttt Htm ^ W14* u'crtW 
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ie impressive poster reproduced above announces the successful mobilization of Poland's armed forces and I lluetN^, too, the country's 
Lath in men aircraft guns and tanks. On the right ie a portrait of the commander-in-chief of the Polish Army, Marshal Sm.Hly 
^ The H^r' a r trans at£r o f the wording ie : " By order of the President of the 'Republic, M. Moscicki, and the War Mm ster, Genera 



The 

strength 

KasprzyckT, general mobilization throughout Poland was declared 
The slogan of the posier ie : " 



One hundred thousand man joined the regiments within one hour.' 
Force which "with" strength attack* must be repulsed with equal strength." 

Pho OS, W'iilt: World, Pit* i A'ews and Keystone. 



lier SSttf, 
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On the Qui Vive for the German j§ Raiders 



: ■ 




Within a few hours of the opening of hostilities German 'planes were reported to have bombed Warsaw, and in the course of the next week 
the capital was again frequently bombed and a great number of other towns — many of which could not by any straining of words be called 
military objectives — were subjected to aerial bombardment. In the course of the invasion a great part wag played by the German air 
force, in army co-operation work as well as in bombing raids on roads, bridges, and other targets. The Poles for their pirt were by no 
means Itiaitlve. In particular their anti-aircraft guns— one of which is seen hers -brought down a number of Invading 'planes. 
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r*e H'ar Illustrated - September 23rd, 1930 

■I Gamelin— Man of the Moment 

Just as in the last war the French people looked up to " Papa " Joffre and 
to Foch, the Supreme Generalissimo, so today they put their trust in General 
Gamelin. who has the control of all the armed forces — on land and sea and 
in the air— of the Republic 



C general Marie Gustav Gamelin 
w was lion i in Paris in 1872, shortly 
' after the France of the Second 
Empire had. crashed into bloody ruin at 
Sedan. It is said that, as a child, he 
played with toy sofdiers in his 
anil today, when he attends a 
of the Supreme Wat Council, he 
times glances across the road, at the 
house in which he was bom. 

The Wood of soldiers flows in his veins, 
although in bis early days he wanted to 
be a painter, and still today he is some- 
thing more than a dabbler in water- 
colours. From the military academy at 
St, Cyr, the French Sandhurst, he went to 
the "Chasseurs, and after a term of 




On several occasions General darnel In, French QeneraliSBLmo, has paid official visits to 
Ennland, particularly since it became apparent that ths Franco-British cooperation of 1814- 
1B18 might have to be repeated In face of the menace of Nasi aggreaa.on. Top, meeting 
General Lord Qort at Victoria Station, London, in the summer of 1933, and below, at A Idarehot. 

Plintns, Keystone 



service in Africa became military secretary 
to Joffre. 

At the outbreak of the Great War in 
August 1914, he held a position on the 
Operations Branch of Joffre's staff. What 
happened then may be told in the words 
of " Pertinax," the distinguished French 
journalist, writing in the columns of the 
" Daily Telegraph " : 

On the evening of August 25 there ™ a 
discussion regarding the proper course to adopt 
in order to stop the movement of the German 
army, then pointing towards the valley of the 
Oise and Paris, and threatening to outflank the 
French line on their left. 

General Berthelot, Deputy Chief of the 
General Staff, declared himself in favour of a 
counter-attack directed towards tho north-west 
and aimed at the inner (i.e. left) front of the 
enemy right wing, which was opposite the 
British divisions. As against this, Gamelin, 
speaking for the Operations Branch, maintained 
that the blow should he delivered externally, 
and the invader taken in the rear hy an army 
gathered in the region of Paris, and advancing 
north-east-wards. Joffvc decided in favour 
of Gamelin, who drefr up Order No. 2— the seed 
of tho Victory of tho Marne, 

The operation, however, wa-s not to be put 
into action before tho French armies had 
retreated behind the Seine. On the morning of 
September 4, when the Operations Branch met, 
Gamelin, examining the map on which the 
positions of the various Corps were laid out, 
observed that they " capped " the German 
effectives — in other words, that a sort of circle 
seemed to be sketched automatically round them. 

The favourable opportunity offered itself ; 
it was worth seizing without delay. The attack 
must be made at once, and the proposed recovery 
along the Soine put aside. Such is the story of 
the Order Xo. 6 of September 4, the order 
which led to victory — again the work of 
Gamelin's pen. 

In the .spring of 1918 he decided to 
leave the French G.H.Q. for the field, 
and he was given command of a Brigade 
of Light Infantry (Chasseurs) in Alsace, 
and later of the 9th Division. At the time 
of the great March offensive of 1918 
Gamelin's single division held a front — 
if front it may be called— which gradually 
spread over eleven miles. In those 
terrible days of defeat and retreat, 
he was one of the last to yield ground. 

After the war he held a command in 
Syria, and there again he achieved 
victory for France at a most critical 
moment, when with 5,000 men he annihi- 
lated a fanatical mob of 100,000 Druses. 

Small of stature, with pink cheeks, 
reddish hair, steel-blue eyes and a crisp 
white moustache, he is a typical French 
soldier. He is always meticulously 
turned-out, with his many ribbons dis- 
played and medals in his buttonhole. His 
favourite phrase is reported to be, "I am 
a philosopher." As Joffre said after the 
battle' of the Mama, in which Gamelin 
had, as we have seen, played so valuable 
a part : " If this be philosophy, it is time 
that all generals were philosophers." 
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Nazi Germany 



Feels the Invader's Tread 




It vwas pn ths front between Hie Rhine and the IVIoaelle that the French-begar, the attack mentioned in their communique of September 4, As 
will be eean from tho sketch map at the top of the page tho sector includes the Saar basin, that district of Qer many which from the end of tho 
Great War in 1918 until 193S was controlled by a Commission representing the League ot Nations. !n the district are Saarbnueeken (bottom 
photo) and Neunkirchen (centre). Top, gunners of the French army which carried ths war into the enemy's territory. 

Photos: The Times, Topical and L.X.A. 
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September 23rd, 1939 



' They Shall Not Pass ! '—Thanks to Maginot 




Tap : Those French soldiers, armed with light and heavy machine-guns and automatic rifles, 
are garrisoning one of the many strong points in the Maginot Line. The lower photograph 
shows great guns pointed menacingly towards the east. Below, loft, soldier! leaving a fort 
entrance after their turn of duty. 



"Orange's famous slogan of 1914-1918 
is recalled in the statement that in 
the'war of 1939 the fighting will lie carried 
(in on the German side of the frontier. 
That this is so is largely due to the work 
of Andre Maginot , the ex-serviceman who, 
as French minister of war, was responsible 
for the vast system of concrete and steel 
fortifications, above ground and below, 
which in honour of its initiator i.« called 
the Maginot Line. 




What has been described as the greatest defence system ever built, the Maginot Line runs from Dunkirk to 
tant and strongest section is the lower half, from Luxemburg, eastward to the Rhine arid thence along the ■ 
marked blank in the sketch map above ; facing it, shown shaded, is the German Siegfried Line, far 

Photo*, "March of Time," uni nip, m ur Utf of " The Daily Tdigt&ph " 
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Germany's Vaunted Western Wall 





Stretching in broad lines are cunningly de- 
vised anti-tank barricades, firmly anchored, 
•f pyramid -shaped concrete ridges which 
foul the driving tracks cf tanks. 



Built of heavily reinforced concrete with 
loopholes for machine-guns, thia is one of 
the "air protection " towers with whioh 
the Siegfried Line io dotted. 

Xs the summer of 1938 work was begun 
** in real earnest on the construction 
of a v;«st system of fortifications, on 
Germany'* Western Front called the 
Siegfried Line. At Nuremberg - on 
September 12, 1938, Hitler said that 
278,000 workmen were then employed and 
boasted that before the following winter 
the vast wall of steel and concrete laid 
out in three, and partly in four lines of a 
total depth of up to 50 kilometre a, with 
17,000 concrete turrets, would be finished. 




Taken within the Siegfried system o! fortifications, on the Barman Western Front, 



t, this photograph shows Naii troops about to set off to take 
their plane in the conorele emplacements. In the background may be discerned evidenoes of building construction still in progress, for, unlike 

--d still uncompleted addition to the defences o? the Reich. 



the Maglnol Line on the opposing slopes, ths Siegf.-ied Line is but a resent and 

Phatos, Gamtr* Titiki and Kcvslone 
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In the Hour of Britain's Need and Danger 




Nothing in the hour of crisis evoked such widespread and heartfelt admiration as the Fine 
spirit displayed by the women who rallied to their country's service. Top, recruits to the 
Women's Land Army are cutting corn on a farm in Kent with a tractor-drawn reaper. Left 
above, lorry drivers of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry (F.A.N.Y.) receiving a lesson. 
Adjoining, two London women air-raid workers, garbed in protective equipment, are on duty. 



Air Raids and Warnings : Facts to Remember 

From a letter to -'The Times ' ' by Brig. -Gen. Sir Henry Page-Croft, M. P., dated September 6. 



Sir, — It is important that the tech- 
nique of meeting enemy air raids should 
be as perfect as possible, and it is desir- 
able that all citizens of London should 
realise that there is no possible dariger 
to themselves from bombs until our 
nnl .i-aircraft guns have been very de- 
finitely heard to he firing. The only 
possible exception to this would ho in 
very rough or very cloudy weather should 
an enemy aircraft succeed in penetrating 
our magnificent defences without being 
observed. 

We may take it, therefore, as almost 
certain that no citizen is in any danger 
until gun-fire has been heard. This gun- 
fire will he unmistakable, as there will be 
many short, sharp, loud hu h;' from I he 
guns, and it wo are wise we will regard 
this as a joyous sound in t hat it indicates 
that our defences, to admirable in their 
preparation, are all at work. Shelter 
should, of course, be taken from the 
danger of splinters or fuses from our own 
slid m when firing starts. 

Citizens should also remember that 
should a bomber penetrate the defences 



there will probably be at least 60 British 
anti-aircraft gun reports, to one enemy 
bomb, and it is important that all 
should realise the loud friendly sound of 
the anti-aircraft fire as opposed to what 
will be a comparatively rare, deep, 
muffled rumbling of an exploding bomb. 

The next thing we have to remember is 
that in the vastness of London the odds 
against a bomb teaching one's own im- 
mediate neighbourhood are very great, 
and to recall the comforting thought that 
in the whole three years of the war in 
Spain the total deaths of civilians from 
air attacks in no way equalled the 
number of deaths on the road in England 
due to motor-car accidents, while the 
number of injured in that prolonged 
war was only a small fraction of injured 
on our roads in a single year. 

Once these facts are appreciated, it 
then remains important that Hitler 
should disturb our normal lives as little 
as possible, and it may be hoped, with 
improved experience, all-clear signals 
may come through more speedily. . . . 
Yours, Are., HUSKY Paoe-Croit. 
— 




In the hour of national emergency and 
danger, religion makes an insistent ap- 
peal. This poster speaks for itself ; it 
appeared on a notice-board outside a 
church in a. south London suburb. 




Standing In front of a shop window criss- 
crossed with white paper as a protection 
against flying glass, this newspaper 
seller's poster gives the. tidings that 

our man-power will be fully mobilized. 

Photos, Kiyslom, L.K.A., Fox, ami Universal 
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These Were Ready on the Civilian Front 





In times of war and crisis hospitals must con- 
tinue in their healing work, Here are nurses 
of Middlesex Hospital, London, using mattresses 
to block up the windows as an air raid precaution. 



"|^EVJ3a has London transformed itself so completely and so suddenly as in the 
days immediately following Britain's declaration of war against Uermuiiv. 
In the Crisis of September of the year before Londoners had seen many prepara- 
tions of a warlike character, hut these were far outdone by those signs of war 
which were now to be seen on every hand. Many of the tube station* were 
closed ', great heaps of sandbags appeared before the Government buildings and 
the larger offices and other places of importance ; on every hand were seen 
signs indicating air raid shelters and auxiliary fire brigade stations, :ind one 
and all carried the little cardboard box contain! 



is or her Kan mast 




In the top photograph in this page women of London's East End are spending belated hours of summer in the opan air making sandbags for use 
in national defence. The girls at the Serpentine lido in Hyde Park, seen in the lower left photo, are typical war-time bathing belles, 1939 pattern. 
The little fellow in the middle picture, though ready for ad emergencies, is still determined to keep oool. On the right below we see IWr, and 
Mrs. Chamberlain walking across Horse Guards Parade on their return from their usual morning '* constitutional " in St. Jamsi's Par)!. 

Photos, Planet News, " Dajh- Mirror" and Ktystone 



4*i 



Thf W<u Illustrated 



September 2M. I5>;>5 



Britain's Commanders by Land, Sea and Air 




Above, General Sir Edmund Ironside, Air 
Chief Marshal Sir Cyril Nawall And Admiral 
Sir Dudley Pound. Ueft, Oannmt Viscount 
Gort, V.C ■ walking behind a Tommy 
who io blissfully unaware of the O.-in-O. ! 
PJWm, Keystone and Fox 

Tn this war the leaders of Britain^ 
fighting forces are all men who 
rendered distinguished service in the 
Great War of 1914-1918, Admiral/Sir 
Dudley Pound, the First Sea Lord, was 
in command of H.M.S. Colossus at 
Jutland and has since commanded the 
Mediterranean Fleet. General Viscount 
Gort entered the Amy in 1905, In 
France he won the M.C.. the D.S.O. 
■with two bars, and finally, in 1918, the 
V.C. Appointed Chief of the Imperial 
General Staff in 1937, ho is now 
Commander-in-Chief of the British 
Expeditionary Force. The new C.I.G.8. 
is General Sir Edmund Ironside, who 
also has an inspiring war record. An 
infantry brigadier in'France, he became 
Commander-in-Chief of the Allied troop 
at Archangel. 

Air Chief Marshal Sir Cyril bewail has 
been- Chief of the Air Stuff' since 1937. 
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When A U-boat Meets Its Doom 



The first task of the 
Navy on the outbreak 
of war was to deal with 
the unrestricted sub- 
marine warfare which 
the Naxta entered 
upon in the vain hope 
of cutting off Britain's 
food supplies- Pspth 
charge* which proved 
so effective in dealing 
with U-boats in the 
last war are being 
used. When an enemy 
submarine is located, 
depth charges quickly 
dispose of it. These 
Are cylindrical drums 
containing a high ex- 
plosive, the detonating 
apparatus being actu- 
ated by the increasing 
pressure of water as 
the charges sink. 
When one explodes a 
huge column of water 
aa seen above rises. 
Many depth charges 
are unloaded when a 
submarine is located, 
and each one Is effect- 
ive for nearly a hun- 
dred yardB round the 
spot where it le 
dropped- Oil rising 
to the surface shows 
that the attack has 
been successful. 
Pkoto, Fox 
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Poland's Army Takes the Field: These Are the 
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VIen Who, Undismayed, Fought the Nazi Hordes 




*H--'^'*U *" \* ~ ■^•■^ • ~-, ' '"""•«» " w „, » 

Owing to the nature of the Polish terrain — composed as it is for the most part of far-spreading plains interspersed with huge tracts of roadless marshland 
I ho horse plays a far larger part in the army of Poland than in that of most of the other nations of Europe. Above, we see a Polish horse artillery 
battery galloping into action ; and below, the guns are moving into new positions. 




Not for more than a hundred years — Since, indeed, the days of Napoleon when the Duchy of Warsaw was, resurrected as a component of the Napoleonic 
empire- has the country of Poland put Into the Held a really national army. During the Great War of 1914-18 many hundreds of thousands of Poles 
played their part on the battlefields, but for the most part as soldiers of the warring empires of Germany, Austria-Hungary, or Russia as the case might 
be. Only in the concluding months of the war did something in the nature of a truly Polish army develop— that army which, vastly increased in numbers 
and equipped with many of the new weapons of military action, set out in September, 1939, to meet the German onset. 
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The War Ittusiraitd 




A Collection of Episodes 
and Personal Adventures 
in the Second Great War 



We Were Victims of Nazi Frightfulness 

In an earlier page (see page 12) wc have already given some particulars 
of the dastarttlv sinking of the ";Athenia," first victim of Nazi fright- 
fulness on the high seas. Below is an amplified account supported by 
a number of first-hand survivors' stories. 



When Mr. Winston Churchill, 
answering from his place on the 
Treasury Bench in the House of 
Commons questions directed to that Board 
of Admiralty of which he was head more 
than twenty years before— rose to make 
his second statement regarding the sinking 
of the " Athenia," he declared that it was 
now clearly established that the disaster 
was due to an attack without warning 
by a submarine. 

" At 7. 45 p.m.- local time," he pro- 
ceeded, " on the night of Sunday, 
September 3, a torpedo struck the ship 
abaft the engine-room oil the port side, 
when she was 250 miles north-west of the 
coast of Ireland. Soon after the torpedo 
struck the ship the submarine came to the 
surface and fired a shell which exploded 
on the middle deck. The submarine 
cruised around the sinking ship and was 



seen by numerous persons, including 
American survivors, a considerable 
number of whom — I tMnk 12 or more - 
have given affidavits to this effect." 



September S3rrf, 1930 

After a statement concerning the 
number of survivors who had been picked 
up by the rescue ships, the First Lord 
of the Admiralty went on to deny that 
the " Athenia " was defensively armed ; 
on the contrary, not only did she carry 
no guns, but her decks had not even 
been strengthened for this purpose. A 
little later in the sitting Mr. Churchill 
said that it was quite clear that before 
the " Athenia " left on her peaceful 
mission, and before war was declared, 
the submarine must already have taken 
up her position waiting to pick up a prey. 

Of the Witnesses mentioned by Mr. 
Churchill to the fact that the " Athenia " 
was torpedoed, the first was the captain 
of the ship, Captain James Cook, who, 
in a statement, declared emphatically 
that : " There is no doubt about it, my 
fillip was torpedoed. The passengers 
w r erc at dinner at about 7.30 when the 




Torpedoed without warning off the Irish coast, soma 200 miles from the nearest land, the "Athenia" was the first victim of the Naii U-boat 
campaign. These dramatic photographs show (Above) a a roup of rescued ameers on board the 11 Knute Nelson," a Norwegian merchantman 
which saved 430 people, watching their doomed vessel settling down in the water. (Top) A later view of the sinking "Athenia". 

Photos : " Daily Telttraph " 



-tptembcr 23rd, 1639 



The War Illustrated 



31 



They Were Survivors from the 6 Athenia ' 




In the work of rssoue of the survfvors of the "Athenia," a prominent part wa« played by the Knute 
Nelson, Above, survivors ju at about to pass down hsr gangway! below, some of the injured 

torpedo struck tlie ship and tin; explosion 
killed several of them. The torpedo 
went right through the ship to the. engine- 
room. It completely wrecked the galley. 
The submarine fired a torpedo and rose 
above the surface and fired a shell which 
"was aimed at the destruction of the' wire- 
less equipment, but it missed its mark." 

An officer of the " Athenia " said he 
saw the periscope of a submarine clearly, 
and also a line coming along the water 
as the torpedo approached the ship. 
Several members of* the crew testified 
to the same fact, John M'Ewau said : 
" There waa a great deal of smoke where 
the torpedo struck the ship, but through 
the smoke we could see the submarine 
break surface, and then, before we 
knew where we were, the commander 
had turned a gun on ua." 

Claud ISarrie, a bedroom steward, said 
that; he was in the pantry helping the 
wait ers when there was a violent explosion. 
11 The lights went out, the .ship gave a 
lurch. T am an old soldier, and at once 
smelt cordite. : It can't be,' I thought to 
myself, but my mate said, ' The swine 
has hit us.' The ship suddenly took a 
list. We rati to the alley-ways to warn 
our passengers and then up on deck 
in time to see the periscope of the sub- 
marine disappear." 

Then one of the Czech refugee boys on 
board described in graphic fashion how 
he saw a submarine suddenly conic up 
some distance away. " There was a 
column of water near the ship, and a black 
thing like a cigar shot over the sea 

towards us. There was a bang, and then and the American steamer " City of Flint" 
I saw men on the submarine turn a gun — at Galway and Greenock, there were 
and fire it " heart rending scenes. Many were so 

In the light of statements such as injured that they were hurried by waiting 
these, it ia difficult to understand the ambulances to hospital; most of the 
pertinacity with which the German others who were able to go to the hotels 
authorities maintain that the " Athenia " had black eyes, cut chceka, bruised arms 
could not have been sunk- by a Gorman and lee*. Some had been injured when 




submarine, and that if it had been sunk 
by a submarine at all it was probably a 
Britisfi one ! 

In our earlier account of the torpedoing 
of the ship we gave an impression of the 
terrible hours that followed, as the boats 
overloaded with passengers rowed here 
and there across the open sea. When 
the survivors were landed by the rescue 
ships the three destroyer's, the Nor- 
wegian merchantman Kriutc Nelson," 
the Swedish yacht " Southern Cross," 



Phcios, Foxmd WUU WoM 
lifeboats were caught in a swell and 
dashed against the side of a rescue ship : 
others had crashed into bulkheads as 
they hurried to lifeboats or made for the 
boat stations. Several of those who 
were picked up died before landing. 

Many of the women and children were 
in clothes borrowed from men in the 
destroyers ; several had still their night- 
clothes on with a sailor's greatcoat thrown 
over them. Some were in stoker's uniform 
and wore sailor's boots. Two or three 
little boys were dressed in sailor's uniform. 

Not for some days was it possible to 
estimate the full extent of the disaster 
in terms of human lives. Then it was 
stated that the " Athenia " had on board 
1,418 persons, of whom over 300 were 
Americans, and of this total 128 were 
unaccounted for after the disaster. 
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/ H^45 THERE! (Continued) 

I Saw the First Raids on Warsaw 



By Sefton 

Among the few correspondents who were able to send first-hand 
narratives of the opening phases of the war was Mr. Sefton Dernier. 
Below is his account of the first bombings of Warsaw by the German 
raiders reprinted from the "S,,nn«v Fxnress " of Seotcmber 3rd. 



I 



Mr. Sefton Delmer, Special Correspondent 
of the "Sunday Express," whose vivid 
account of the bombing of Warsaw is 
given in this page. 

Pioto, " Daily Express" 




was driving out to Modlm, twenty 
miles from Warsaw, to check up on 
the casualties and damage of the 
morning's raid there. 

Just across the Vistula T sighted the 
first croup of raiders, four German 
bombers, being headed off from the bridge 
by Polish fighters. The fighters were 
driving them right on to Polish anti- 
aircraft gun fire. 

Truly it was superb shooting the Polish 
batteries were putting up, and sure 
enough it told. 

I saw one German, machine come head- 
ing earthwards like a great black arrow. 
A moment later a second followed on the 
left. Two black clouds of smoke half a 
mile from each other showed where they 
had fallen. 

More and more German bombers came 
over. Though I still do not think it was 
real mass stuff, there was one group of 



Farther on a cottage was burning. A 
bomb had set it on lire. 

Behind this group had come another 
group of 'planes diving in circus. There 
was furious bombing. What they were 
after I do not know. Perhaps it was the 
bridge. But within a second the fighters 
were on their tails and the circus were 
forced to beat it. 

By the roadside stood a fair-haired 
girl weeping beside her two little blond 
children, a boy and girl. She frantically 
waved at us. " Take me back to Warsaw, 1 
can't, (itand it here any longer," she pleaded. 

Somehow we piled them all in. The 
burning house was their country cottage. 
She had come out with them in the four 
o'clock bus this afternoon to have them 
safe outside Warsaw. 

As I put them down at the first waiting 
tram, an air-raid warden rushed up io 
show us a " bit of bomb," his first, Tt was 



sts | riple-etigined bombers with three a fragment of shrapnel, 

escort planes above and behind them. Driving back to Warsaw an hour anil a 

They tried to fly through a barrage of half after the raid began, the alarm was 

black anti-aircraft shrapnel— then sudden- still on. Behind us out in the country, the 

ly the guns were silent and high out of the anti-aircraft guns firing away stopped 

afe v ^ilvcr-fflinting Polish fighters swooped the last wave of German afternoon raiders, 

down, machine guns going full out. No bomb had fallen in Warsaw. Fire 

They swept down "past the German*, brigades and ambulances were standing 

The Germans opened formation, then as by unwanted, but a bomb had fallen on 

the anti-aircraft fire started up again, the Jewish Children's Hospital fifteen 

t hey wheeled and bombs dropped harm- miles from Warsaw. Fourteen children 

lessly, judged by the cloud of smoke I were killed and many more were wounded, 

saw coming up from riverside fields. Three nurses also were killed. 




s k of flats in thTKoTo distHct ftbov* left, loading bombs on a Qerman warplane, preparatory to setting out for a ra.d on a Pol.eh 

riiotcs, Plane! Xetzs, Associated Press and Wile World 
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ccession of air raids by German warpianes. 

plstely destroyed 
" town. 
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I WAS THERE! {Continued) 

How Our Refugee Train Was Bombed 

#y a Survivor 

One of the most terrible incidents of Friday, September 1, 1939, 
was the bombing by German 'planes of a train filled with refugees 
at Kutno, east of Warsaw. Here is an cyc-witness account as 
given by a survivor to the correspondent of the " Daily Telegraph." 



I left Gdynia for Warsaw on Thursday, 
via Torun and Kutno. The train 
consisted of about 30 passenger 
coaches and three or four goods vans in 
the rear, drawn by two engines. 

Tho occupants of the train were the 
wives and children of civil servants, 
officers and railway employees of the 
frontier zone, evacuating inland. A few 
soldiers, officers and reservists were also 
on the train. 




Leaving Kutno at. six a.m. on Friday, 
I saw six two-engined bombers flying low 
above the -Warsaw line. The passengers 
watched calmly, believing that air exer- 
cises were in progress. 

Suddenly we heard a detonation and n 
shower of machine-gun bullets struck the 
sides and roofs of the carriages, wounding 
many of the crowded passengers, The 
train jerked violently and stopped. 

Civilians and reservists, women and 
children jumped through the doors and 
windows into a ploughed field on one 
side and into a wet meadow on the other. 
The 'planes flew over, described a circle 
sending a new shower of 



P 

and returned, 



S3 

bullets into the panic-stricken crowd. The 
'planes then departed. 

Near the end of the train we heard 
moans from badly wounded soldiers — 
more than ten of them — in a third-class 
Pullman. They were literally cut to 
pieces with bullets and glass. 

Farther on a goods van had been split 
in two and the bodies of eight soldiers 
thrown out on the roof by an explosion. 
Alongside the train in the ploughed field 
we saw 20 nnexploded 100-kilogram gas 
bombs. 

As an ex-Great War soldier, I suggest 
that the failure of these bombs was due 
to the fact that they had been dropped 
from a low altitude and to the fact that 
the soil in the field was soft. 

I was too overwhelmed by the sudden 
attack to note the exact casualties, but 
I saw more than ten bodies and many 
more than ten wounded. I can state 
definitely that the airmen were flying so 
low that they must have known that 
they wen; massacring defenceless people. 



I Was in Munich on the Eve of War 

By Mary Maxwell 

How the German people were led blindfold into the war was told 
in page 30. Here is a further picture or Germany on the eve of 
war by Miss Mary Maxwell, writing in the ' 



Just over a week ago I returned from any one wanted ; that was true of every 
a visit to friends in Munich. class, from, the soldiers 1 talked to at a 

All the people I met in Germany village dance, to my friend's father, a 
were unanimous that England would never retired general from the Prussian Guards, 
light. They have no means .of knowing He said : " If war comes, then we shall 
the real truth. lose because we are half-starved already. 

It was clear that war was the last thing We all know that." 

The food is bad and scarce, and clothing 
materials are also very poor in quality, 
This week more stringent rationing has 
been introduced ; it was bad enough 
before. Butter and milk were closely 
rationed and no extra was obtainable 
or visitors. The meat was "chiefly pork 
md veal. Even this was not always 
rfcainable. and the usual diet was 
sausage. 

The people do not look so healthy as 
they did -gone are the fat tummies of 
the caricatures, the round red face?. 
They look thin and worried. 

Vegetables are still fairly plentiful, 
but the broad is coarse and unappetising. 

The Press campaign against. England 
has been very bitter for the last two 
years, and her " decadence " has been so 
well rammed home that the German 
people really believe it is true and that she 
can no longer be counted as a world Power, 
Hitler is still a god in Germany. He 
as done much that is good for Germany. 
He has restored their national pride, 
given them great arterial roads, cleared 
the slums. But unless he gives them peace 
and better living conditions there will 
be open revolution in Germany and 
Hitler will disappear. 

He can make war on Poland, but his 
people are not behind him and already 
his end is in sight. 



in their drive into Poland the Germans employed a very targe proportion of their air force — 
some estimates put it at SO per cent of the total. Hundreds of the German warplanes > 
brought down by the Polish fighters and anti-aircraft guns ; one such near Warsaw i 
in the lower photo. Upper Left, a German bomber is being re loaded. 

Photos, Associated I-'rtss and Planet News 
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There's A.R.P. in Germany, Too 






EJaced by the same menace from the 
- - air as that which, has preoccupied 
the minds of Britain's defence chiefs 
during the past few years, Germany has 
developed her own A.B.P. organization 
which reproduces many of the defence 
practices which have been carried out 
■in our own country. Gas masks have 
been produced on a large scale, and have 
been distributed to those %vho can buy 
them; Ail. P. wardens, decontamina- 
tion squads, auxiliary firemen and the 
like have been enlisted and trained ; 
and np above float balloon barrages. 
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The War Illustrated 



Nazi Soldiers Dropped from the Clouds 




. :. 




One of the moat novo! features of tlie present fighting in Poland is the employment by the Nazis of soldiers 
parachute immediately behind the opposing lines. Above, the parachuted soldiers are running forward prole 

positions from where they Pan attack the enemy in rear or in flank. 



from aeroplanes by 
a smoke screen to 
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This photograph shows a company of machine-gunner b fully equipped, parachuting simultaneously from n squadron of aeroplanes, and 

— hutists ware alleged 
short shrift usually 



ready to go Into action immediately they land. In the early days of the fighting in Poland a number of these Naii parachutists were alleged 
to be dressed In Polish uniforms in order to facilitate their work of sabotage, and on capture they r~ 



given to saboteurs. 

Pkatas, Motiilialc and Camera 1'alki 
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The War lUvntrated 



.September 23^, 11*39 



NOT BOMBS BUT LEAFLETS FOR GERMANS 

Ths large-scale propaginda raids by the Roval Ak Force over German territory during the live nights. 
September 3rd to 8th, constituted an imaginative effort that appealed strongly to the whole world. It so 
annoyed the Nazi authorities that they arc said to have declared that bombs would have been preferred. 



Nothing in the opening stage of the 
war was more finely conceived or 
executed than the pamphlet raid* 
made by the R.A.F. over Germany. 

Night after night in the first week 
of the struggle, units of the bombing 
command, in the course of extorsive 
reconnaissance flights over a wide area of 
northern and western Germany, including 
the vitally important Ruhr district, 
dropped, in the first three raids alone, a 
total of some 12,0(XhOOO copies (over 25 
tons) of the note to the German people 
reproduced here. 

We can imagine the 'planes crossing 
the sea in the hours of night and then 
climbing high above a blackcd-oiit Ger- 
many. Wc can visualize the beams of the 
searchlights savagely stabbing the sky, 
and the stars momentarily blotted out by 
the bursts of the exploding anti-aircraft 
shells. Everywhere below there must 
have been intense activity and wide- 
spread apprehension. 



Warning: A Message From Great Britain 



f 1 

" meat of tho Reich have, with cold de- 
Nl^ration, forced war upon Great Britain. 
They have done so knowing that it must 
involve mankind in a calamity worse than 
that of 1914. Thu assurances of peaceful 
intentions the Fuehrer gave to you and to 
the world in April have proved as worthless 
as his words at the Spnrtpalast last 
September, when he said : ' We have no 
more territorial claims to pake in Europe.* 

11 Never has government ordered subjects 
to their death with less excuse. This war is 
utterly unnecessary, Germany was in no 
way threatened or deprived of justice. 

" Was she not allowed to re-enter the 
Tthinefand, to achieve the Anschluss, and to 
take back the Sudeten Germans in peace * 
5Teithcr we nor any other nation would have 
sought to limit her advance so long as ahe 
did not violate independent non-German 
peoples. 

"Every German ambition — just to others 
— might have been satisfied through friendly 
negotia t ion. 

" President Roosevelt offered you both 
peace with honour and the prospect of pros- 



perity. Instead, your rulers huve condemned 
you to the massacre, miseries and priva- 
tions of a war they cannot ever hope to win. 

" It is not us, but you they have deceived. 
For years their iron censorship has kept 
from you truths that even uncivilised peoples 
know. 

"It has imprisoned your minds in, as it 
were, a concentration camp. Otherwise they 
would not have dared to misrepresent the 
combination of peaceful peoples to secure 
peace as hostile encirclement. 

"We have no enmity against you the 
Gorman people. 

"This censorship has also concealed from 
you that you have not the means to sustain 
protracted warfare. Despite crushing tac- 
tion, you are on the verge of bankruptcy. 

" Our resources and those of our Allies, in 
men, arms and supplies are immense. Wc 
are too strong to hrcak by blows and we 
could wear you down inexora b!y. 

" You, the German people, can, if you will, 
insist on peace at any time. We also desire 
peace, and aro prepared to conclude it with 
any peace-loving government in Germany.'' 




lillion one hundred and two -ono million ons hundred and thre*— ono million 

Carlooit by Grimes. Reproduced by permission from " The Star." 



Then down from the sky, instead of 
the bombs which had been nervously , 
feared, there slowly dropped a gentle 
rain of leaflets. 

We may see them being picked up in 
the light of early morning. Here, per- 
haps, it was a Westphalian miner who 
mt one under his helmet as he trudged 
home from his night shift, There it may 
have been a Hanoverian peasant who, 
with a surreptitious glance, hid the mew- 
sage beneath a hummock. Some, per- 
haps, were retrieved by Fraiis and Fran- 
leins on their way to factory or office 
desk. Others, let us hope, were captured 
by members of the 5azi party and were 
at least glanced at before they were 
committed to the flames. 

The message they bore was one not of 
fierce hatred and wholesale condemna- 
tion, but of reason and of common-sense 
appeal. There can have been few who 
did not glance lip at the sky from which 
these messages from Britain had come— 
glance up and think that it might not. 
have been a leaflet that descended from 
the night sky, but a death-dealing bomb. 

Reports from Germany and from 
neutral observers state that this bom- 
bardment by pamphlet was received 
with amazement. Guns, bombs, tanks, 
machine - guns are powerful enough 
in all conscience, but still the most 
powerful thing in this world of ours is 
an Idea. Ideas may reach far beyond 
the range of guns and 'planes. ^Nazism 
itself is an idea — an essentially evil idea 
— in action. It may well be that the 
proud and boasting impregnable fortress 
of Nazism may be brought to the ground 
by that other Idea which, in the opening 
hours of the war, made such a successful 
invasion of the Reich. 
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The Empire Rallies to the Motherland 




"^Jotiung can have come as a greater 
*■ ™ surprise to Hitler and his henchmen 
than the attitude of the British Empire to 
the Motherland in her hour of trial. With 
a complete misunderstanding of the men- 
tality of those peoples of many countries 
bound together by their love of liberty and 
their free allegiance t<> Trie Throne, there 
had been a hope in Berlin that at least 
some of those far-off lands would lend 
nothing but moral support to Britain's 
cause. Disillusionment came swiftly to the 
Nazis, however, for within a few days the 
great Dominions and the Indian Empire 
had declared war against Nazi Germany. 
From " down under " eunie the word that. 
Australia will be there, and New Zealand, 
too. Then with dramatic suddenness Sotith 
Africa and Canada rallied to the Hot herlami. 



Australian Air Force, many of whose machines are now manufactured 
, are these two Avro Anson bombers seen over the tall of a third machine. 




Soma of Canada's soldiers, eager now as in 1914 to sorva the Empire, are saen in the centre photograph J they are members of the Halifax 
local militia on their way to take up their war station in the forts on McNab Island in Halifax Harbour. The statuesque figure of an Indian 

sentry guarding a railway bridr^ affords yet another Striking exemplification of the unity of the Enpir 8 , when confronted with the 

Photos, Witte IVorltl anif Sport and Otufrai 
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The War-Maker Goes to the Eastern Front 





Ham is the first picture of Herr Hitler at the war. H« is watching 
his troops in action from a camouflaged observation post in Poland. 
Below, the Leader, wearing his new uniform on which appears the 
military eagle instead of the Swastika, is signing a proclamation 
to the German people. On the left he is visiting Nazi wounded in a 
hospital train. 




¥n his speech to the Reichstag on 'September I, Herr Hitler 
declared : "I am from now on just first soldier of tin; (Ji-rman 
Reich. I have once more put t>n that coat that was tlie 
most sacred and dear to nie. I will not take it off again 
until- victory is secured, or I will not survive the outcome." 




This photograph, received from a Herman source, bears the following caption in German : " The Leader with his soldiers on the Vistula. 
To the great and pleasant surprise of his soldiers, the Leader and Supreme Commander of the armed forces appeared unexpectedly amongst 
his troops whilst they crossed the Vistula. He was in the front line and was grouted with great enthusiasm." Despite this statement, however. 

it may be noted that few of the soldiers are wearing war Kit . 

/'iWw, Assaciatld Press. Wide World, and Keystone 
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Tfte H'ar Illustrated 5 

With the German Army in their Polish Drive 




After holding nut heroioally In the Danzig Post Office, the little garrison of Polish officials 
and soldiers were at last compelled to surrender. Above we see them being escorted into n 
German army lorry holding their hands behind their heads in submission. Centre, German 
transports wellnlgh bogged during their advance; right, searching a captured village. 

Photot, Associaltd P ftSS m Wide World 
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Tki War lUmtmUA 



September 2-W, 1930 



WORDS THAT HISTORY WILL REMEMBER 



Friday, Sept. 1 

Hitler in a speech to the Reichstag ; 

"I am determined to solve (1) the Danzig 
question, (2) the question of the Corridor, and 
(3} to see to it that a change is made in the rela- 
tionship between Germany and Poland that 
shall ensure a peaceful co-existence. In this 1 
am resolved to continue the fight until cither 
the present Polish Govern merit is willing to 
bring about this change or until another Polish 
Government is ready to do so. . . . 

When statesmen in the West declare that" 
this affects their interests, I can only regret 
such a declaration. It cannot for a moment 
make me hesitate to fulfil my duty. 

Germany has no interests in the West, and 
our Western Wall is for all time the frontier of 
the lieich on the West. Moreover, wo have no 
aims of any kind there for the future. This 
attitude on the part of the Reich will not 
change. ... 

I will not war against women nnd children. 
I have ordered my Air Force to restrict itself 
to attacks on military objectives. If, however, 
the enemy thinks he can from that draw carte 
blanche on his side to fight by the other method*, 
ho wilt receive an answer that will deprive hirn of 
hearing and sight. 

This night for the first time Polish regular 
soldiers fired on our own territory. And, from 
now on, bombs will be met with bombs. Who- 
ever fights with poison gas will bo fought with 
poison gas. Whoever departs from tho rules of 
humane warfare can only expect that we shall 
clo tho "same. 

I will continue this struggle, no matter against 
whom, until the safety of the Reich and its 
rights are secured. . . . 

I am from now on just First Soldier of the 
German Reich. I have once more put <m that 
coat that was the most sacred and dear lo me. I 
wiU not take it off again until victory is secured, 
or I will not survive the outcome. . , . 

"If our will is ho strong that no hardship or 
Buffering can subdue it, then our will and our 
Germun miuhl will |hvv;i il.'" 

Saturday, Sept. 2 

Dr. Szathmary, Minister of the Slovak 
Republic in Warsaw, to Colonel Beck, 
Polish Foreign Minister : 

" Jn the name of the Slovak peoploand its repre- 
sentatives who, under the pressure of the Third 
Reich, havo been reduced to silence and have 
been reproached for penetrations exclusively 
ill the interests of Germany, I protest against 

*' The brutal disarmament of tho Slovak Army, 

"Tho arbitrary occupation of Slovakia by tho 
troops of the Third Reich, 

"The use of Slovakia as a base for warlike 
action against the brotherly Polish people. 

"The Slovak people associates itself with 
armed resistance against the aggressor to regain 
its freedom in collaboration with the civilized 
nations of the world and in order that it may 
freely decide its own destiny." 



A Record of the Declarations and 
Solemn Statements of the World's Leaders 

(Continued from page 28) 



broadcasting from 



Sunday, Sept. 3 

Mr. Chamberlain 
Downing Street : 

" This morning the llritish Ambassador in 
Berlin handed the German Government a final 
Note stating that unless we heard from them by 
11 o'clock that they were prepared at once to 
withdraw their troops from Poland a state of 
war would exist between us. I have to tell you 
now that no such undertaking has been received 
and that consequently this country is at war 
with Germany. 

"Yon can imagine what a bitter blow it is 
to me that all my long struggle to win peace 



has failed. . . . Up to the last it would have 
been quite possible to have arranged a peaceful 
and honourable settlement between Germany 
and Poland, but Hitler would not have it. . , 

'*His action shows convincingly that there is 
no chance of expecting that this man will over 
give up his practice of using force to gain his 
will, lie can only be stopped by force. We 
and France are todav in fulfilment of our 
obligations going to the aid of Poland. . . We 
have a clear conscience. We have done all 
that any country could do to establish peace. , . . 

" Tt is the evil things that we shall be fighting 
against — brute force, had faith, injustice, op- 
pression and persecution — and against them I 
am certain that the right will prevail.'" 

Mr. Chamberlain in House of Commons : 

"... This country is now at war with 
Germany. . . It, is a sari day for all of us. For 
none is it sadder than for inc. Fverything that 
I worked for, everything that I had hoped for, 
everything that 1 believed in during my public 
life lias crashed into ruins this morning. . . . 

"I trust I may live to see the day when 
llitlorism has been destroyed and a restored 
and liberated Europe has been re-established." 

Rt. Hon, A. Greenwood : 

" . . . . The intolerable agony and suspense 
from which all of us have suffered is over. We 
now know the worst. The hated word ' War ' 
lias been Spoken by Britain in fulfilment of her 
pledged word and unbreakable intention to 
defend the liberties of Europe. . . . May the 
war be swift and short and the peace which 
follows stand proudly for ever on tho shuttered 
ruins of an evil name.'' 

M. Daladier in a broadcast : 

" The responsibility for the bloodshed rest* 
wholly on the Hitlerite Government. The fate 
of peace was in tho hands of Hitler. He has 
willed war. . . . By standing up against the 
most horrible of all tyrannies and by nuking 
good our word, we are fighting to defend our 
land, our homes and our liberty. . . ." 

II. M. the King in a broadcast : ■ 

"In tilis grave hour, perhaps the most fateful 
in our history, I send to every household of my 
peoples, both at home and overseas, this mes- 
sage, spoken with the same depth of feeling for 
each one of you as if I wore able to cross your 
threshold and speak, to you myself. 

" For the second time in thelives of most of us 
we' are at war. Over and over again we have 
tried to find a peaceful way out of the differences 
between ourselves and those who are now our 
enemies. But it has teen in vain. 

" We have been forced into a conflict. For we 
are called, with our Allies, to meet the challenge 
of a principle which, if it were to prevail, would 
be fatal to any civilized order in the world. 

"It is the principle which permits a State, in 
the selfish pursuit of power, to disregard its 
treaties and its solemn pledges ; which sanctions 
the use of force, or threat of force, against the 
Sovereignty anil independence of other States. 

" Such a principle, stripped of all disguise, is 
surely the mere primitive doctrine that might is 
right ; and if this principle were established 
throughout the world, the freedom of our own 
country and of the who'fe British Commonwealth 
of Nations weuM be in danger. 

"But far more than this — the peoples of th'e 
world would be kept in the bondage of fear, and 
all hopes of settled peace and of the security 



of justice and liberty among nations would he 
ended. 

"This is the ultimate issue which confronts 
us. For tho sake of all that we ourselves hold 
dear, and of the world's order and peace, it is 
unthinkable that we should refuse to meet the 
challenge. 

" It is to this high purpose that I now call my 
people at home and my peoples across the Seas, 
who will make our cause their own. 

"I ask them to stand calm, firm and united 
in this time of trial. The task will be hard. 
There may be dark days ahead, and war can no 
longer be confined to the battlefield. But we 
can only do the right as we see the right, and 
reverently commit our cause to God. . 

" If one and all we keep resolutely faithful to 
it, ready for whatever service or sacrifice it may 
demand, then, with God's help, we shall prevail, 

" May He bless and keep us all." 

Monday, Sept. 4 

Message broadcast by the Prime 
Minister to the German nation. 

" German people ! 

" \our country and mine are now at war. 
Your Government has bombed and invaded the 
free anil independent State of Poland, w T hich 
this country is in honour bound to defend. . . . 

" You are told by your Government that yon 
are fighting because Poland rojeetod your 
Leader's offer and resorted to force. What are 
the facts ! 

"The so-called * ofter ' was made to tho 
Polish Ambassador in lierlin on Thursday 
everting, two hours before tho announcement 
by your Government that it had been 1 re- 
jected,' So far from having teen rejected, there 
had lwen no time even to consider it. . . . 

" You may ask why Great Britain is concerned. 
' We are concerned because wo gave our word of 
honour to defend Poland against aggression. 

11 Why dill we feel it necessarv to pledge our- 
selves to defend this Pastern Power when our 
interests fie in the West, and when your Leader 
has said he has no interest -in tho West ? The 
answer is that — and I regret to have to say it — 
nobody in this country any longer places any 
trust in your Loader's word. 

" He gave his word that he would respect the 
Locarno Treaty ; he broke it. 

" He gave his word that he neither wished nor 
intended to annex Austria ; he broke it. 

"He declared that he would not incorporate 
the Czechs in the Reich ; he did SO. 

" He gave his word after Munich that he had 
no further territorial demands in Europe ; he 

broke it. 

" He gave his word that he wanted no Polish 
Provinces ; he broke it. 

" He lias sworn to you for years that he was 
the mortal enemy of Bolshevism ; he Is now its 
ally. 

" Can you wonder that bis word is, lor ns, not 
worth the paper it is written on 1 

" The German-Soviet Pact was a cynical volte- 
face, designed to shatter the Peace Front against 
aggression. This gamble failed. The Peace 
Front stands firm. Your Leader is now sacrific- 
ing you, tho German people, to tho still more 
monstrous gamble of a war, to extricate himself 
from the impossible position into which he has 
led himself and you. 

"In this war *e are not fighting against you, 
the German people, for whom we have no bitter 
feeling, but against a tyrannous and forsworn 
regime, which has betrayod not only its own 
people, but the whole of Western civilization, 
owl all that yfm and we bold dear." 
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HITLER'S FANTASY OF IMPERIAL DOMINATION 



" The German Chancellor, " said Mr. Chamberlain in the House of Commons on 
September J, " has not hesitated to plunge the world into misery in order to serve 
his own senseless ambition." What form that ambition takes is described below, 



"■"CST as in 1914 Kaiser Wilhelm and his Luxemburg, Belgium, Holland, Poland, 1920, four years before the birth of 

I fellow Pan-Germans planned and Lithuania, Russia and Hungary will " Mein Kampf " ; and in " Mein Kampf " 

worked for a German empire which follow suit Sometimes the union will Hitler urges again and again the (German 

should stretch, from the North Sea to be effected voluntarily ; sometimes force right to unhampered expansion. Before 

Baghdad and possibly far beyond, so of arms will be necessary. But no the end of the twentieth century, he says. 

Hitler dreams of a great Nazi dominion, obstacle, however great, can stop this the world shall see 250 million Germans 

Under Hitler, however, the Drang nnch growth of Germany as the imperial power llourishing in the heart of the European 

Sued-O&ten (the drive to the south-east) of central and south-eastern Europe, continent. Nazi Germany's appetite for 

of the Berlin- Baghdad railway, of Mittcl- Not only the German-speaking parts colonial expansion will not lie sated until 

europa, baa been reinforced by a religious of the Continent are to come under the her bounds extend from the Atlantic and 

urge. Reich. The Germans will play theirpart, the English Channel to the Black Sea, 

Like the Kaiser, Hitler believes that as the supermen of Nietsche's creed, and from the Baltic to the Mediterranean, 

he is inspired by God — -the " good old they will have as their willing and Then the plough will be the sword,'' 

German god" of whom we heard ho devoted slaves many other races on their runs a passage in " Mein Kampf," "and 

much in the last war — but he displays a border lands. Denmark, Sweden, Nor- out of the tears of war will grow the 

mystical fanaticism which would have way, and Finland are to form a " Northern harvest of future days." 

been altogether alien to the character Germanic Federation " ; Jugoslavia, 

of the Kaiser, brought up as lie was on Rumania, and Bulgaria are to constitute 'he Plan ill Operation 

the lines of Victorian evangelicalism, the " Balkan Protectorate " ; Lithuania, Step by step the great dream, fantastic 

Hitler sees himself as the captain of a Latvia, and Esthonia are to be a " Baltic i hough it may appear, has been carried 

••niKid.- aiming al the domination of Dominion 7 "; and, finally, the Russian into realisation. Austria has resumed 

Europe's Icssct breeds by men of the Ukraine, together with Ruthenia and to the Reich as Hitler and Rosenberg 

pure Nordic or Aryan race. With fana- the Polish Ukraine, will form the vast declared it should and would ; the Sude- 

tieal fervour he has preached his gospel Ukrainian Dominion." 
from a thousand platforms and in all the 

seven hundred pages of " Mein Kampf " More Room for Germans! 

— tli at book which has been well described "We demand land and soil (colonies) 

as the bible of Nazism, which is to be for the nourishment of our people and the 

found at the right hand of every Nazi settlement of our surplus population," 

official, and which is put into the hands declares the third article of the original 



ten Germans have returned, too, and 
Czechoslovakia was wiped out in the 
process ; the Germans in Momel and 
Danzig and the Tvrol have all returned 
or are returning by one way or another 
to their K homeland." 

Then somewhere, somehow, the plan 



of every newly-married couple in the programme of the Nazi party, issued in has gone wrong. Instead of executing the 



Nazi Reich. 

There is imperialism enough 
in all conscience in '"Mein 
Kampf," but it is still more 
clearly in evidence in that 
book which has been called 
the New Testament of 
Nazism "The Myl h of the 
Twentieth Century," pub- 
lished it] .1930 by Alfred 
Rosenberg, the Russian re- 
fugee of German extraction 
who greatly influenced Hitler 
in his most impression- 
able 1 early years, and who 
has become the priest and 
prophet of Pan -German 
Aryanism. 

I n this remarkable effusion, 
which is now in its 110th 
edition and of which more 
than half a million copies 
have been sold, Rosenberg 
visualises a German empire 
which shall include not only 
Germany but all the adjacent 
lands in which there is a 
German or an Aryan popu- 
lation. First Austria, he 
prophesied, would come into 
the fold, and next the Sude- 
ten Germans ; somewhat 
later the Teutons of Alsace- 
Lorraine, Switzerland, 




The Crystal Qamr 

From ihe cartoon by Sir Bernard Partridge, by permission of the Proprietors gj Punch 



Drciiig naeh Sued-Osten to 
the oilfields of Rumania 
and the rich corn lands of 
the Ukraine, Hitler has flung 
his legions against Poland, 
which up to now has played 
very little part in the dreams 
of Pan -Germanism ; in the 
map illustrating Rosenberg's 
scheme of German expansion, 
foT instance, practically the 
whole, of Poland — including 
even the Corridor — is left 
outside the imperial limits. 

Moreover, in one of his most 
cynical moments, Hitler has 
shaken hands with Moscow, 
with that Bolshevik monster 
whom he has so often and so 
violently denounced, and so 
closed the door, for the time, 
at least, on his expansion 
towards the south-east. 

"The Kaiser in his day -made 
a. similar move. Just, as: 
Hitler has attacked Poland, 
so the last of the Hohenzol- 
lerns in 1014 swept through 
Belgium. And Hitler should 
have remembered that then 
Britain stood by Belgium. 
, , , He should have 
thought of that— and thought 
again. 
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ODD FACTS ABOUT THE WAR 
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Life Among the Nazis 

An EngHsnvrowan, until recently resilient 
in B?rlin, says : " At first it was rather fun 
to join the rush of Berlin hausfraus every 
morning in the -quest for butter ami coffee. 
If you wanted something really tasty you 
had to (?et up earlier than anyone else and 
storm the big market halls with your shopping 
basket and a powerful line in persuasive 
language. . . For years we have been rationed 
to seven ounces of butter a week for each 
person. Since the beginning of this year we 
have had four and a half ounces of coffee a 
week, unless you were absent when the 
coffee registration forms were sent out. In 
that case you just did without, or relied on 
friends bringing a packet from London, Prague 
or Denmark. Now that the food tickets have 
been issued, the German housewife can expect- 
even less." 

Air-Minded Youth 

Tn the five months April to August, 1939, 
the total number of pilots, observers, airmen 
and boys recruited by the R.A.F. was I7i755i 
compared with 9,71*4 for the corresponding 
period of last year. 

Feeling the Pinch Already 

Travellers arriving in Copenhagen stated 
that in Berlin police had been posted in 
provision shops in order to prevent customers 
from being served with the full amount of 
food to which the rationing scheme entitled 
them. 

Dictators Become Governors 

It is reported from Philadelphia that heads 
of the lodges of the Loyal Order of the Moose 
are to relinquish their title of " Dictator 
ln favour of that of " Governor," because 
political events in Europe have brought the 
former into such disrepute. 



Bombs That Failed to Burst 

It has been reported that two' out of three 
of the bombs used in the first air raids on 
Warsaw did not explode, On examination 
they were found to contain, instead of high 
explosive, slips of paper bearing the words, 
"We are with you in spirit," and signed 
" Workers of the Skoda Arms Factory, 
Czechoslovakia. " 

{Sunday Express, September 3, 1939.) 

United Against Aggression 

Men of every nationality are enrolling 
under the French colours. An American 
division may be formed, and it is claimed 
that 10,000 Americans have already applied 
to join it. 

No Repairs Undertaken 

By a German A.K.P. order, all windows 
are to be kept open in the event of an air 
raid, since window-panes might be smashed 
by the blast of exploding bombs, and it 
would be impossible in wartime, because of 
lack of material, to repair them. 

Straws in the Wind I 

According to the Copenhagen newspaper, 
Bertingske Tidende, the yellow benches in the 
Berlin parks labelled "" For Jews Only " 
have had these -notices removed, and have 
been repainted green. Moreover, the sign, 
" Jews Not Wanted " has been removed 
from a number of shops. 

The Eater Eaten 

" Everything includes itself in power, 
Tower into will, will into appetite, 
\n:l aggetite, a universal wolf, 
So doubly seconded with will and power, 
Must make itself a universal prey, 
And last eat up itself." 

are— Troilus and Cressida.) 



9,t iA Jtaid OAai . . . 

All dancing, both public and private, has 
been banned from Germany, In addition to 
heavy taxes on all luxuries, a new tax has 
been announced, levying from si to 10 per 
cent, on the income of town councils and 
public service companies. 

Travellers arriving in Brussels* state that 
women in the queues outside food-shops in 
Berlin are patient almost to the point of apathy, 
as they wait for the few ounces 0! meat, fat 
or coffee allowed them by their ration cards, 

The big shops in Berlin remain open, 
although they are forbidden to sell the greater 
part of their wares. 

A fee of five marks (8s. 4d.) is being paid 
in Germany to anyone informing on people 
expressing disaffection. 

The Germans have had less time to prepare 
their Siegfried Line than the French have 
had to construct the Maginot Line. It may 
be, therefore, that there are some weaknesses 
in the Siegfried Line. 

The French Army is now approacbin;: a 
strength of 5,000,000 men. It will soon 
be at full fighting power, with more than 
6,000,000 fully-trained and equipped soldiers, 

A German has been executed in Berlin 
because he " refused to co-operate in safety 
measures for the protection of the Reich." 

Foreign volunteers of all nationalities 
residing in France, asking to be enlisted, are 
arriving in increasing numbers over the entire 
country. 

The President and Government of Nazi- 
controlled Bohemia and Moravia have warned 
subjects that if they join any military organiza- 
tion formed abroad they will be regarded as 
having committed high treason, and will be 
liable to very heavy penalties. 



About So per cent, of Germany's air force and 
70 per cent, of her land forces have been 
employed on the Polish front. 

The crew of a British bomber was captured 
on Saturday near Ueberstedt in Thuringia, a 
province bordering Bavaria. This is the 
first indication that R.A.F. planes have 
penetrated right into the heart of Germany. 

[Berlin broadcast) 

The greatest textile plant in Slovakia has 
been completely destroyed by explosion and 
fire. (Moscow broadcast) 

From Zurich it is reported that persecution 
of Catholics in Germany has begun again. 

{Paris broadcast] 

Goering's speech, as well as the over-hasty 
announcement of the capture of Warsaw, 
produced the worst impression upon the. 
German public. (Amsterdam broadcast) 

So far the war has gone according to plan. 
The Polish General Staff never envisaged the 
possibility of a prolonged defence of the 
western provinces, and contemplated that its 
main resistance would be opened on the line 
of the rivers Bug and Vistula, thus leaving a 
third of Poland in German hands. 

The German mastery of the air is responsible 
for the unexpected tempo of the advance. 
The reported arrival of British aeroplanes in 
considerable numbers may help to provide the 
remedy. The dry, sunny weather has favoured 
the ' 1 lightning war." The Poles pray for rain. 

A German officer and 20 German soldiers 
deserted on the Western Front, according to 
the Official News Bulletin of September 12th, 

" If a pontoon bridge were thrown across the 
Rhine, thousands more of my comrades would' 
cross it," said the officer. 



Hitler Speaks 

" I will not wage war against women and 
children ; I have ordered my air-force to 
attack only military objectives. ... If 
necessary I will sacrifice all. I do not desire 
that any German shall do other than I do. 
1 do not want to be anything but a front 
soldier of the Reich." 

(From speech in Reichstag, September 1, 
1930) 

Class-Conscious Germany 

" Mr. Chamberlain dares to say in these 
leaflets that Britain is fighting for right 
against might, but when a million and a hall 
Germans are tormented hy a common nation 
like the Poles, w T e shall not be deterred from 
our duty by the British Government." 
(Goering in speech broadcast September 9, 
I939-) 

German Artists Thank Britain 

The Executive Committee of the Free 
German League of Culture in England 
issued a statement in which they thanked the 
British people for the hospitality and help 
given to them and to their cultural activities 
in this country. The statement added : 
" The German artists, scientists and all those 
who stood tip for cultural freedom were 
among the first victims of Xazi barbarism." 

War Prisoners 

The International Committee of the lied 
Cross at Geneva have informed the Govern- 
ments of belligerent States, and of several 
neutral States, that they are preparing to 
open a central agency in Geneva for infor- 
mation regarding prisoners of war. 

Czech Legion 

It was stated by the Ministry of Infor- 
mation that a Czech Legion is being formed 
in London, Circulars in connexion with the 
movement bear the signature of Dr. Benes. 

Through the Sandbags 

Workmen piling up sandbags inside the 
entrance to Wandsworth Town Hall have 
had part of their time taken up in ushering 
couples through a labyrinth of sandbagged 
walls to the register office. " We've been 
leading them to matrimony since 7 o'clock 
this morning," said a sturdy Cockney one 
day. {Star) 

Love Me, Love My Dog 

More than 500 animals- mostly dogs, cats, 
rabbits and guinea-pigs — have been evacu- 
ated from 69 schools in the Metropolitan area 
by the R.S.P.C.A., "who will maintain them, 
all separately labelled, at two animal care 
centres in the country. 

Where Does the Sand Come From ? 

One of the chief sources of supply "for 
London sandbags is Kensington Gardens, 
for here, under the turf, lie quantities of 
sand dumped after the Great Exhibition of 
Hampstead Heath and the Royal 
Parks furnish further supplies, and the sand 
deposits on the East Coast are also being 
drawn upon. 

A, R. P. in the Vatican 

For the first time in history gas masks 
have been distributed to the Swiss Guards, 
the Papal Gendarmes, and other employees 
of the Vatican State, Dim blue lights have 
been installed. 

Crisis Film for Posterity 

Among the 2,000,000 feet of films removed 
to a cave " somewhere in Sussex " from 
London National Film Library were news- 
reel shots of the Crisis.. They will go down in 
history to show future generations how 
Britain stood up calmly to the war threat in 
August, 1939. 
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Puerile Propaganda of the Nazi Peace-Breakers 




Italy, fortunately ror the world and herself, has net " marohed " with her Axis partner. But Italians are still assaulted with Goet befs 
preposterous propaganda to camouflage the war Built of Hitler, as these pictures — so childishly posed !— demonstrate. They are 

' t number of Tempo, a Milan illustrated" weekly, " 
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Our Diary of the War 



Monday, September 4. 

Fleet blockade began. 

In the course of an extensive reconnaissance 
of Northern and Western Germany during 
the night pi September 3-4, R.A.I''. aircraft 
dropped more than 0,000,000 copies of a 
note to the German people. 

R.A.F. carried out an evening raid on 
Wilhclmshafen and Brfinsbuttel. Two 
German battleships heavily damaged, 

Heavy fighting on the Polish fronts, and 
the Poles claimed the recovery of several 
towns in the north-west, but admitted the 
loss of Czestochowa, near the upper Silesian 
frontier, More air raids over Warsaw. 

France started operations on land, sea 
and air. 

Evacuation of 650,000 children and adults 
from London completed. 

Mr, Chamberlain broadcast a message in 
German to the German people in which he 
made it clear that Britain's quarrel is with 
the German regime, not with the people. 

Egypt broke off diplomatic relations with 
Germany. 

Japan decided upon neutrality- 
German income tax increased 50 per cent. 

Tuesday, September 5. 

Warsaw admitted loss of several important 
towns south of the Corridor. 

British aircraft carried out an extensive 
reconnaissance over the Ruhr and dropped 
more than 3,000,000 copies of the note to the 
German people. 

President Roosevelt proclaimed American 
neutrality, 

Jugoslavia announced her neutrality. 

Argentina and Chile officially declared 
their neutrality. 

British cargo steamer Bosnia sunk in 
Atlantic 

Three German ships, which might have 
become raiders, sunk, also in Atlantic 

Wednesday, September 6. 

Enemy aeroplanes made a reconnaissance 
off the East Coast, but turned back before 
British fighter machines could make contact. 

French troops penetrated German ter- 
ritory in the direction of Saarbrucken. 
Contact between the two armies established 
along the taj-miles frontier from the Rhine 
to the Moselle, on boundary of Luxemburg. 

Polish Government left Warsaw for 
Lublin. Heavy fighting in Toland. Germans 
claimed that Krakow had been captured. 

German aircraft crossed the French 
frontier and wheeled towards Paris, but 
were intercepted by French fighters. 

By the passing of the Armed, Forces 
(Conditions of Service) Act all units of the 
Regular Army, Territorial Army, Militia, 
and other auxiliary forces were merged into 
a single entity, the British Army. 

A third successful reconnaissance was 
made by R.A.F. aircraft over Germany 
(September 5-6), and further copies of the 
note to the German people were dropped. 

It was officially stated that South Africa 
was at war with Germany. General Smuts 
formed a new Cabinet. 

Spain declared her neutrality. 

Australia called up the first 10,000 of her 
, militia, 

Thursday, September 7. 

F'rench communiques announced further 
advances into German territory, where 
reinforcements had been brought up to 
meet them. 

FieTcc fighting on two main fronts in 
Poland. The Germans claimed to have 
reached Pultusk, 30 miles north of Warsaw. 

Attempts were made to torpedo the 
Dutch steamship Batavia in which, escorted 
by destroyers, Sir Nevile Henderson and his 
Embassy Sta"fi were returning to England. 



Attacks 011 German submarines continued. 
Iraq severed relations with Germany. 
Jugoslav mobilization ordered. 
Panama Canal under military control. 
Garrison at Westerpla.tte, near Danzig, 
surrendered after a long and gallant resist- 
ance, 

British freighter " Olivegrove " torpedoed 
some 200 miles north-west of Spanish coast. 

Eire Government called up first line 
volunteers. The Army Reserve had already 
been mobilized. 

Friday, September 8. 

Paris reported that Germany had rushed 
six divisions from Poland to the Saar. Saar- 
brucken and other towns iu the area had been 
evacuated. About 600 French tanks were 
leading the French attack. 

German High Command claimed to have 
entered Warsaw, but this was denied by the 
Polish Government. An official Polish com- 
munique admitted the retreat of Polish 
troops in the Lodz, Ptrkow and Rozany 
regions south-west of Warsaw, and in the 
Pultusk area north of the capital. 

British steamer " Manaar " shelled and sunk 
by enemy submarines in the Atlantic. 

"Both the Navy and the R.A.F. engaged in 
a great U-boat hunt. German merchant 
ships fleeing to neutral ports. 

Fourth reconnaissance flight by R.A.F. 
over Germany to distribute copies of the 
note to the German people. 

British arid French aircraft reported to 
be on their way to the Polish front. 

Reported shortage of food on the Siegfried 
Line, 

Evacuation of patients from great volun- 
tary hospitals completed, releasing about 
200,000 beds for air-raid casualties. 

Polish Mission under General Norvid- 
Neug«bauer arrived in London 



September TArd, 1939 

Saturday, September 9 

The War Cabinet announced that their 
policy was based on the assumption that the 
war will last for three years or more. 

The French Command reported that an 
attack by one of their divisions on the Western 
front has secured important gains. The 
greater part of the Warndt Forest, an im- 
portant coal-producing area, was in French 
hands. 

The torpedoing of three more merchant 
ships—two British and one French — was 
reported. The Ministry of Information stated 
that it was evident that German submarine 
commanders had been ordered to sink on 
sight and without warning. 

A fifth R.A.F. reconnaissance flight over 
Germany was made, leaflets being dropped 
over Cassel and other areas in Central Ger- 
many. Having inadvertently crossed a part 
of Belgian territory, some British aeroplanes 
became engaged with Belgian fighter 
machines. Apologies were later offered to 
the Belgian Government. 

It was officially announced that, since the 
Duke of Kent had assumed a naval appoint- 
ment for the duration of the war, Lord 
Gowrie would continue in office as Governor- 
General of Australia. 

Field -Marshal Goering broadcast from a 
Berlin armament factory what was tanta- 
mount to an appeal for peace. 

Sunday, September 10 

The Polish General Staff announced that 
the Germans had withdrawn from the im- 
mediate neighbourhood of Warsaw, Fifteen 
bombing raids were carried out over the 
capital. 

A statement was broadcast in Germany 
from Hitler's headquarters that .the German 
advance was being slowed for the consolida- 
tion of the conquered' territory. 

Canada declared war on Germany. 

German torpedo-boat hit a mine' at the 
entrance to the Baltic and sank immedi- 
ately. 



OUR WAR DICTIONARY 



Beck, Jozef (b. 1894). Polish states- 
man and soldier ; Foreign Minister 
aince 1932. 

Brauchifcldl {Jirowk-itch), Walther 
Von (b. 1882). German general ; 
Commander-in-Chief of the Army since 
February, 1938; directly responsible 
to Herr Hitler. 

Czestochowa (Ches-to-ho-va), Holy 
City of the Poles, containing an image 
oi the Virgin, in normal times attracting 
thousands of pilgrims ; only 20 miles 
from German frontier ; pop. 136,000. 

Gdynia [Ge-di-nya). Polish seaport 
on Corridor, chief outlet for seaborne 
trade ; built since Great War to rival 
Daniig ; pop, now 114,000. 

Kasprzycki (Ka&p-zheeslci), Tadeusz. 
Polish soldier and statesman j appointed 
War Minister after the death of Pilsudski 
in 1935. 

Katowice (Kat-o-vw.-che.), Polish 
(own, on frontier of German Silesia ; 
awarded to Poland in 1921 ; centre of 
important industrial and coal area ; 
pop. 133,000. 

Kennard, Sir Howard (b. J878). 
.British Ambassador to Poland since 
1935 ; formerly Minister in Yugoslavia, 
Sweden, and Switzerland. 

Krakow (or Cracow) (Km-btf)- Polish 
city ori river Vistula, 160 miles S. pf 
Warsaw ; the old capital, it is a busy 



eommereial centre and has a fine 
cathedral, castle, and university ; pop. 
255,000. 

Maginot (Muzh-i-no), Andre (1877 
1932). French statesman; Minister 
of War, 1924 and 1929-32 ; during 
second term initiated work on famous 
Maginot Line, 

Moscicki (j&asA-faee-aifo'}, Ignace (b. 
1867). Polish statesman ; elected 
President in 1926 and re-elected, 1933. 

Saorbruecken. Chief town of the 
Saarland Territory, ■ Germany, on r. 
Saar ; scene of first action in Franoo- 
Prussian War, 1870; occupied by Allies 
in 1919; pop. 130,686, 

Saarland. Territory of Franco- 
German border, awarded to Germany 
after plebiscite in 193o ; rich coalfields ; 
area 738 srj. miles ; pop. 8I2,<X)0. 

Siegfried. Hern of German legend ; 
immortalized in Wagner's operas, in 
which he slays the dragon'Fafnir and per- 
forms many mighty deeds before being 
slain by his rival Hagen. Name given 
to German line of Western defences. 

Smigly-Rydz (Shmig-U ridz), Edward 
(b. 1886). Polish soldier ; Inspector- 
General and Marshal (since 1936) of 
Polish Army ; since death of Pilsudski 
virtual dictator and officially ranking 
next after President. 
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VOLUNTEERS WHO SERVE THEIR COUNTRY 

In this page we arc giving week by week particulars of Britain's Auxiliary Services in which 
men and women may play their part in the work of National Defence. A second selection is 

given below 



DURING the last war the women of the British Common- 
wealth responded nobly to the call mads upon their 
services, and the present conflict finds them no lea3 
willing to play their part in defence of British freedom. 

As soon as the call to National Service was issued, they 
hastened to join the various auxiliary services open to women. 
There follows a brief resume of what is being done by some 
half-dozen groups ; 




W.A.T.S. (Women's Auxiliary Territorial Service) 

This service was formed so that in time of war women 
could release .soldiers from routine work which they could 
perform equally well, such as cooking, typing, laundry work 
and storekeeping. Dame Helen (iwynne-Vaughan, G.B.E.. 
has been appointed Director of the A.T.8. at the War Office, 
She will be responsible directly to the Director-General T.A. 
She is the daughter of a Scots Guards officer, a Fellow of 
King's College, London, and during the Great War was Chief 
Controller of Queen Mary's Auxiliary Corps with the British 
Armies in France. Today she is President of the Women's 
Royal Air Force Old Comrades' Association, Chairman of the 
Council Q.M.A.A.C. Old Comrades' Association, and Chairman 
of the Executive (lirl Guides' Association. 

NATIONAL WOMEN'S AIR RESERVE 

AH classes of girls— typists, shop-assistants, dressmakers, 
telephone operators — are to be found in the ranks of this 
organization, the aim of which is to provide a bod y of capable 
and intelligent young women trained to take on flying duties 
behind the lines m war-time. When fully trained they will 
keep the country's civil air lines in operation or drive flying 
ambulances. They go through a thorough course of ground 
training first, covering all subjects from the theory of flight 
to the working of the aero engine. 

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY AIR FORCE 

This force is for duty with the Royal Air Force in time of 
war. Its director, with rank of Senior Controller, is Miss J. 
Trefuais Forbes. 




W.V.S. (Women's Voluntary Services, Civil Defence) 

The Women's Voluntary Service for Civil Defence is a 
national voluntary organization which, in co-operation with 
the various departments concerned, undertakes the enrolment 
of women in the different branches of Civil Defence work. 
The services with which it particularly deals are. Air Raid 
Precautions, Nursing and First-Aid services, and Evacuation . 
.services. 

The address of the headquarters oi th- organization is 
41, Tothill Street, London, S.W.I ; and in Scotland, 7, Coates 
Hardens, Edinburgh, 3. 

Under A.K.P. women are stationed at, the First-Aid posts 
to give treatment to minor casualties or serve as drivers and 
attendants for the fleet of ambulances. 



OBSERVER CORPS (ANTI-AIRCRAFT) 

This organization is at present considered as part of the 
Special Constabulary, and its function is to man observer 
posts for spotting aircraft in country districts and certain 
towns. Men are required to lie above 30 years of age, with good 
eyesight and hearing. 




NATIONAL DEFENCE COMPANIES 

National Defence Companies are formed from ex-soldiers 
who are prepared to give an honourable undertaking that in 
time of emergency they will come up to defend important 
points. The companies are affiliated to units of the TerritDrial 
Army. The minimum age for enrolment is 45. 

CIVIL AIR GUARD 

Body of men and women with a knowledge of flying, consist- 
ing mainly of unite attached to Light Aeroplane Clubs through- 
out the country. They were pledged to give their services in 
wartime in connexion with aviation. 




WOMEN'S LAND ARMV 

The women's land army is active and full of enthusiasm. 
Country girls from all over Britain, and some town girls, 
too, have enrolled in this essential service. They arc 
being trained at farm institutes in such things as tractor 
and various agricultural jobs which will release 
other duties. 



R.A.F. CIVILIAN WIRELESS RESERVE and R.N. 
VOLUNTEER (WIRELESS) RESERVE 

This organization is composed of proficient amateur wireless 
operators, mainly holders of G.P.O. Transmitting and Experi- 
mental licences. 




AIR DEFENCE CADETS 

Some time ago the Air League undertook to raise 20,000 
Air Cadets in the country, to provide a reservoir from which 
British aviation could draw in time of emergency. In a year 
156 squadrons were raised with a personnel of 15,600 cadets. 
Cadets are enrolled between the ages of 14 and 18, and arc 
given instruction in the general theory of flight, airmanship, 
air navigation, aircraft engineering and maintenance, wireless 
and A.R.P., operations of the observer corps, balloon barrage, 
searchlight and anti-aircraft gunners. 

The cadets also receive some tuition in workshop processes, 
and pay periodical visits to E.A.F. and civil aerodromas. 
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Our War Album. —2. The French War Chief 
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French Commander In Chiaf and Chief of the General Staff for National Defence, 
General Game I in first came into prominence during the Battle at ths Marne in 1914. 
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